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New York State Department of Health/New York State Education Department Joint Guidance 

recommends that school districts utilize the CDC’s updated guidance as a resource for COVID-

19 mitigation strategies in the K-12 setting and highlights the following key changes for the 

2022-2023 school year:   

  

• Universal masking in school is not required at this time, although individuals 

exposed to COVID-19 and those returning to school after completing five 

days of isolation following a positive COVID-19 test are advised to wear a 

mask in school and in indoor public spaces for 10 days in accordance with 

CDC recommendations. Although masking is no longer required on school 

buses, the Commissioner of Health’s determination issued pursuant to 

NYSDOH regulation 10 NYCRR 2.60 (most recently extended through 

October 17, 2022) continues to require masks on public transit. Masks are 

recommended in certain other situations outlined in the FAQ;  

• Weekly testing of school employees who have not presented proof of full 

vaccination against COVID-19 is no longer required (the NYSDOH 

regulation that required such testing expired as of June 30, 2022);  

• Universal screening testing is no longer required to be offered or provided, but 

the Joint Guidance outlines the situations when the CDC recommends that 

screening be conducted, focusing on high-risk activities during high COVID-

19 Community Levels, as defined by the CDC;  

• Test to Stay recommendations have been eliminated;  

• Physical distancing is no longer required, although spacing is still considered 

to be part of layered prevention strategies that are recommended for areas of 

medium or high COVID-19 Community Levels;  

• Quarantine and Isolation rules, as well as return to school protocols, have 

been updated;  

• Routine contact tracing is no longer recommended; although investigation and 

contact tracing is still  a prevention strategy that should be considered in the 

event of a COVID-19 outbreak; and  

• Daily COVID-19 reporting requirements have been eliminated (the NYSDOH 

regulation that required such reporting expired as of June 30, 2022).  

 

http://www.southcountry.org/

